Term |
August 25 - October 25

Theme:
Communication/Information and
Communications Technology: Working with
Assistive Technologies (National 1)




Communlcahon

COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTIONS

ODELLING P0DD WITH A=
ENERGENT COMMUNICATOR

WHEN YOU ARE MODELLING PODD WITH A NEW INDIVIDUAL
START WITH THESE COMMUNICATIVE FUNCTIONS:




| like this

Important Adult

Behaviour

Before we start communicating about the things we like.
It’s important for us as adults to remember the
important behaviours we should adopt when
communicating with our chld. (see diagram above)

To start, model the things you like combining your
owh speech with pointing at the picture symbols.
Respond to your child’s communication attempts

and ask if they have anything to say.

Possible | like topics:
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| don’t like this

We aim to allow pupils to decide
what to say and when to say it. They
are adllowed to say “l don't like that”.

An emergent communicator can communicate
expressively but tends to use body language, gestures
or vocalisation that needs to be interpreted by others.
Any communication attempts should be verbally
referenced. For example “ you smiled, | think you like

this, your unhappy, | think your telling me you don’t
like this.”

As Stephen Mulhern would say “Say what
you see” in your engagement with one
another. This time focus on don’t likes
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Yes and No

Yes/no questions do not support the development of
autonomy

Reuiniting the
AAC Prompt Hierarchy

Rachael Langley, MA, CCC-5LP
Focus on these healthy habits:

Thoughtful Pause
Be mindful about how much you talk. Pause and wait
without putting eny pressure on the leamer. A pouse
can be an invitation for the learner to join in

Express Interest with Body Language

Show you are interasted in what the leamer is thinking.
Use your facial expressions to let them know you're istening.

Observe & Comment
Observe the learner and make an [ wender...” or an "1 think..."
commaent. This might sound like, "1 wonder if you are ready
to go,” while you say "GO0 using AAC,

Model without Expectation
Show them what it looks like to use AAC by using it yourself!
Try making comments that den't require the learner to onawer.
I LIKE your shoes [say "LIKE® wsing AAC ond ponting to their shoes)

Avoid these harmful habits:

Model so they copy you

I said, "I want cookie, ” so now you should say, "I want cookie.”
While this may seemn helpful, it's not a healthy strategy to use.
We want learners to know that they can chease their werds.

Prompt to make them say it

Touch circle. I'll help you touch circle. Tell me circle.

We should not be making anyene say werds by using hand-
over-hand prompting. It is mere harmful than helpful,

We aim to allow pupils to
decide what to say and
when to say it. They are
allowed to say “l don’t like
that”.

Take pictures or videos
of your
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What does paying
attention look like?

"But my student
doesn't look
when I'm
modelling”

Remember
paying
attention
looks
different for
different
people

Paying attention and
sitting =till

And._sometimes e : -"'.

they arem't paying
attention!

Paying attention and leaming to
model AAC

Tracey Campbell, Rett UK Conference 2020

B

No pressure is the key. You are learning @
new language. If engagement happens, go with it.
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Shared Reading tL

Which books should |
usee

» Books you can read in
one sitting

» Fiction and Non-Fiction

* Books about them!

» Books they are
interested and
engaged with

class:

Written by Al using Oak Room children’s words

It was Wednesday morning, and the sun was shining brightly
through the trees at Craighalbert Forest School. Three best friends

- Lorraine, Eleanor, and Nicola - were bouncing with excitement as
they arrived for another day of outdoor learning.

"Look, see those beautiful flowers!" called out Eleanor, pointing to a

o‘chlldre,,%
patch of bright yellow daffodils that had sprouted near the old oak
tree. "They weren't here yesterday!"

»
edun 19
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Shared Reading

* Their teacher, Miss Green, gathered all the children around.
"Today we're going to explore the forest and learn about all the
wonderful plants that live here. But first, let's watch and listen to
what the forest is telling us.”

* The children stood very still. Soon they could hear birds singing
their morning songs - robins, blackbirds, and even a woodpecker
tapping somewhere high above. It was quite noisy, but in the most
wonderful way.

* "Now," said Miss Green, "let's go on our nature walk. Remember to
look, see, and watch everything around you!"

+ As they walked deeper into the forest, Lorraine noticed something

moving near the pond. "There are 5 tall ducks swimming over
there!" she whispered excitedly. The ducks were indeed very tall -
they looked like elegant swans with their long necks stretched
high.

* Eleanor knelt down beside a large stone and ran her hands over it.
"This feels rough on top but smooth underneath," she observed,
turning it over carefully. "It's like nature made it that way on
purpose!"

* Suddenly, Nicola spotted something that made her laugh. "Turn
around and look! That squirrel is trying to play with a pinecone like
it's a ball!" All the children giggled as they watched the playful
squirrel toss the pinecone up and catch it.

* Miss Green smiled as she watched the children's faces light up
with joy. "That's what Forest School is all about - learning through
movement, discovery, and play. The forest has so much to teach
us if we just take the time to look, see, and watch."

* As they reached the school gate, all the children were already
planning what they wanted to explore next Wednesday. The forest
was full of endless adventures, and they couldn't wait to return for
more fun and learning in their magical outdoor classroom.

* The End
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Continue to work on any of the skills mentioned below :

MATP -Motor Activity
Training Programme

Mobility: Any activities that involves an individual moving
themselves.

» Assisted walk (can be slalom or obstacles too)
 Self-propelling in a wheelchair (can be slalom too)

* Moving across a mat (log roll)

Dexterity: Activities around fine manipulation and
throwing.

* Throwing activities

» Grasp and release activities

« Knocking down skittles using a variety of balls/ramps
* Bean bag lift and drop

Kicking:Moving anything with their lower body.
« Pushing a ball/skittles/cones with legs or feet
» Walking through skittles

Striking: Moving anything with the upper bodu.

 Hitting balls with any racket to a target

* Sliding an item off a table

* Knocking a ball down a ramp with the

hand/arm/shoulder/head

» Hitting items suspended at eye-level or shoulder height
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What are these
activities helping us
to learn?

Communication:
Attention Skills
Preference and Choice
Interaction

Cognition:
Making connections

Self and Emotion:
Awareness
Regulation

Functional movement:
Fine motor
Gross motor

Coordination (inclusive of Eye Gaze){ * &
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| hope you have enjoyed completing
some of the activities and learned
something new! If you can sendin a
message or some pictures of the
activities you have completed we can
have a chat about them in class. It can
also support the SQAs and/or targets
your young person is working
towards.

THANK
OoOu

Eleanor and the Team.



